NEVER SURRENDER:  Studies in Galatians
Main series objective:  To never surrender the liberty of my new life in Christ to the bondage of trying to deserve God’s love.

Week 1 (July 5)   The Only True Gospel          Galatians 1:1-24

Introduction to Galatians    The book at a glance.

Galatians is perhaps the most controversial of all Paul’s letters. It was written to address a crisis in the churches in Galatia (a region in the north-central part of modern-day Turkey).  The crisis was this: there were some Jewish-Christian missionaries causing problems.  We don’t know that they were MEANing to cause problems, but they were, because they were telling new Gentile Christians that, in order to BE Christians, they had to obey Jewish laws, especially by receiving the sign of circumcision. Because they were doing this, these men are often called “Judaizers”, saying essentially, “You have to become a JEW before you can really be a CHRISTIAN.”  
Paul saw this teaching as a threat to our acceptance of God’s free grace as it’s found in the gospel.  And so he wrote to the churches in Galatia, to make it clear to them that we cannot receive the blessings of salvation by doing any works of the la, but only by trusting in Jesus Christ. This doctrine of justification by faith alone liberates the church (you and me) from the legalism of performance-based Christianity, and allows us to take in and LIVE in the grace of God.

As we go thru these next two months, reading thru the letter to the Galatians,  we’ll see Paul pursue three tasks.  First, he will passionately defend his apostolic authority to preach the gospel of free grace.  Second, he will strongly defy and rebuke his opponents by proving his theology from the very same OT Scriptures they used to support their position.  And thirds, Paul will exhort the people of God to live in the spiritual freedom that belongs to them by grace.

5 Theological themes (first 2 contrast with each other)

(1) Works of the law: since we as fallen human beings are unable to keep the law of God in all its perfection, that law will not save us:  It can only bring us under the curse of having failed it.    (contrasted with . . .)

(2) Justification by faith: the central focus of Galatians is that sinners will not be declared righteous by God on the basis of their works, but only on the basis of the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus Christ, as we receive it by faith. 

(3) Adoption: believers in Jesus Christ are the free sons and daughters of God and the true children of Abraham. 

(4) The Holy Spirit: as the gift of God to believers in Christ, the Holy Spirit is both the assurance of salvation and the source of freedom and fruitfulness in the Christian life. 
(5) Christian liberty: since believers are under grace, not under the law, we are free to live in love, with and for God, and with and for each other.
Galatians 1
Only one gospel [1:1–9 ]

1:1 Paul, an apostle—not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised him from the dead— 2 and all the brothers who are with me, To the churches of Galatia:

3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 4 who gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, 5 to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Already in his opening greeting (vv. 1–5), Paul is busy proclaiming the gospel of the crucified and risen Christ and defending his apostleship as something he received from God and not from any human being.  What were Paul’s detractors saying about him?  Apparently, that Paul was no apostle, since he wasn’t one of the original 12.  That Paul had taken the honor and position of apostleship upon himself, and therefore shouldn’t be listened to.  
Paul says, No, no!  It wasn’t thru any man that I was called to be an apostle!  It was Jesus Himself who called me!  God Himself testifies to it, and the brothers around me here testify to it, and the gospel itself testifies that what I tell you is true!  I do not seek any glory for myself, but only for God the Father!
Paul’s reason for defending his apostolic credentials becomes apparent in what he says next:
6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel— 7 not that there is another one, but there are some who trouble you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be accursed. 9 As we have said before, so now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you received, let him be accursed.

Paul makes no effort to conceal his amazement and anger  that anyone would even think of believing another gospel.  The gospel must NOT be tampered with, because it is not PAUL’s gospel – it is the gospel of Jesus Christ!  He says, in verse 7, that there ISN’T even another gospel, that what these people are teaching has nothing to do with “good news”, that it’s nothing more than a distortion of the truth!  And that anyone who says differently deserves the WORST that God can dish out!  Even if that messenger is himself or the very angels of Heaven, if the message of grace is changed, the messenger is doomed!
Now, was Paul coming on too strongly with these curses?  Isn’t this just a case of someone just adding a little additional obedience requirement to the mix?  And what would be wrong with that?  These Judaizers believed in salvation through Jesus, just like Paul, didn’t they!  They weren’t saying that Jesus had nothing to do with it.  I mean, come on, it’s not a BAD thing to say that Christians ought to live by the same principles and standards laid down in the Jewish law, is it?
Paul says, YES.  Any time we add ANY requirement to God’s call to faith in the saving death and resurrection of Jesus, no matter HOW small, we are stating that Jesus’ sacrifice was NOT enough to take care of our salvation.  It calls into question the very honor and truthfulness of God Himself, who declares that salvation comes by His grace alone, poured out on anyone who comes to Him in faith.
The origin of Paul’s gospel [ 1:10–20 ]. 
10 For am I now seeking the approval of man, or of God? Or am I trying to please man? If I were still trying to please man, I would not be a servant of Christ.

11 For I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was preached by me is not man's gospel.  12 For I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ. 13 For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God violently and tried to destroy it. 14 And I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people, so extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my fathers. 15 But when he who had set me apart before I was born,  and who called me by his grace, 16 was pleased to reveal his Son to me, in order that I might preach him among the Gentiles, I did NOT immediately consult with anyone;  17 NOR did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me, but I went away into Arabia, and returned again to Damascus.

18 Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and remained with him fifteen days. 19 But I saw none of the other apostles except James the Lord's brother. 20 (In what I am writing to you, before God, I do not lie!)

To say that Paul is an apostle is to say that he has been sent with a message from God. His gospel is not his own gospel; it is God’s gospel. But in order for people to accept his apostolic authority, Paul must demonstrate that he received his gospel firsthand (by revelation from God) rather than secondhand (by the testimony of another human being). So Paul recounts the circumstances of his conversion and his early experiences as a Christian to show that his gospel came directly from God and not from any other source.
Paul makes it clear that the good news he preaches is a REVEALED good news!  The message of salvation by grace through faith in a God who sacrificed himself for us . . . that’s NOT the kind of thing anyone ever came up with on his own.  The religions of men, from the beginning time until the coming of the gospel, were certainly religions centered around accomplishment and sacrifice – but the accomplishment and sacrifice were all on MAN’s part, not on the part of the god being worshipped.  Never before had the Supreme Being or Beings been said to have loved mankind enough to give up themselves for men.  No, it was “Do this, and make the gods happy.  Do that to satisfy the god.  Do the other thing to turn away his vengeful wrath.”
In all mankind’s efforts before this, the idea of a god who would sacrifice himself for his worshippers was unheard of.  The idea of a god who simply loved and wanted nothing but mankind’s love in return – that wasn’t something that anyone was making up.  It took the revelation of God Himself to bring to us an idea so audacious, so astounding, so . . . revolutionary!
And that’s exactly what this revealed good news is – it’s a REVOLUTIONARY good news!  Paul continues:

21 Then I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia. 22 And I was still unknown in person to the churches of Judea that are in Christ. 23 They only were hearing it said, “He who used to persecute us is now preaching the faith he once tried to destroy.” 24 And they glorified God because of me.

The final piece of Paul’s evidence for his apostleship is the effect that God’s revelation had on Paul himself.  Not only is this a gospel that only God Himself could reveal . . . it’s a gospel that changes everything!  The more Paul saw that it was this very Son of God whom he had been persecuting but who had taken pity on him anyway, and who in his infinite love and mercy had sought him, and stopped him in his tracks, and changed him from a legalistic killer of Christians into an ambassador of grace – the more Paul saw that, the more he came to love and adore this Jesus!  And the more Paul loves him, the more Paul’s own mind, his inner disposition, his deepest sense of truth, his understanding of life itself, is patterned after that of his Savior.

And the very people who had feared Paul, who Paul had worked to destroy – they now saw in Paul the change that only God can bring to a life.  “And they glorified God because of me.”

Preacher story – young boy in Sunday School – teachert telling story of Hebrews’ escape from Egpyt – getting away – big chase – Red Sea parting – Hebrews cross – Egyptian army follows – God closes Sea, destroys Pharoah’s army and saves Israel – too much for the boy, jumps up, claps his hands and cries out “Good for God!”

WHO IS SAYING “GOOD FOR GOD” ABOUT YOU TODAY?

Have you allowed this good news about salvation, this good news about rescue, this good news about hope and life, to change you so much that someone is saying about you, “Good for God!”?

Paul says, it’s a revealed good news, and it’s a revolutionary good news!  You can be different.  You can be changed.  You can be new.

Come to God, with faith that Jesus’ death and resurrection takes away your sin and gives you life.  Repent of sin – be sorry enough about it that you want to be made different.  If you haven’t met the blood of Jesus in baptism, do that today.  Give your life over to God, making everythign you do an expression of your awe and humility and submission and worship of Him.  If you need to come and talk to us about that, you do that now, while we stand together and sing together.

